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' The Nature and Uſe thereof ! 
Particularly in the Republick of 
ENICE. 
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He Uſe or Practice of the Ballot hath been very Ancient in the Eafiern Countries; 
And Poftellas conceiveth, that the Venetian uſe of the Ball, is the fame with that, 
which was of the Lot in the Commonwealth of 1ſrael, and of the Beax in Atthens 

Cicero himſelt doth give a very good account, and a very great-Encomium gf 

the Table or Ballot of the People of Rome; And. certainly Rome nor Carthage had 

| ever attain'd to their Grandeur and Reputation in the World, had it not been 

for the Ballot. By this only Art (we had almoſt faid) the Commonwealth of Ienice hath pre- 
ſerv'd it (elf againſt the molt potent enemies tor theſe 1300 Years and it hath flouriſhed in the 

greateſt ſplendour of any State. in Exrope. | | "Po | | 

Where the Ballotting is us'd, thoſe States are moſt free from all Faftions and Rebellions. ., 

There, Perſons of the mo(t accompliſht Parts are advanc'd for their Integrity and Worth, 

There, Virtue is as ſpecdy a Ladder to climbe unto Honour, as Nobility of Birth; and a 
good Man is as much reſpeed as a great. | _ | | Pew 

Every one giveth his Ele&ion and Vote frecly, and. that without the fear of Great-ones, or 

Favour toFreinds; But according to the Value and Worth of the Perſons, do they give their 

Suffrages; and for thoſe who are of the molt Noble Spirits : Not tor perſons detigning their 

own privatc Intereſt, to the impoveriſhing of the Publick, 

There is not a place for Penſioners, who are the Burs of a Nation, and the Suckers, which 

hinder the growth of any State, l | vi 

They arc very juſt in their Rewards and Puniſhments 3 which rightly laid, do ballance Go« 
vernment, | Ts Fg 
By theſe means their Councellors are of great Honour, and Wiſdom For mean Men make 

it their Maſter-picce of Credif, to give.venturous Councils, which no great or wiſe man would 
or durſt : And Princes uſually find Inſiruments more for their Will and Humour , then for 
their Service and Honour which vever can be ſo in this State : For they ever prefer ſafe Coun 
cils with Reaſon, before raſh > which only Chance can make proſperous, FR 
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k He Uſe or Practice of the Ballot hath been very Ancient in the Eafiern Countries; 
And Poftellas conceiveth, that the Venetian ule of the Ball, is the ſame with that, 
which was of the Lot in the Commonwealth of Iſrael, and of the Bear in Atthens 
Cicero himſelt doth give a very good account, and a very great.Encomium gf 
the Table or Ballot of the People of Rome; And certainly Rome nor Carthage had 
| ever attain'd to their Grandeur and Reputation in the World, had it not been 
for the Ballot. By this only Art (we had almoſt faid) the Commonwealth of Ienice hath pre- 
ſerv'd it (elf againſt the molt potent enemies for theſe 1300 Years and it hath flouriſhed in the 
greateſt ſplendour of any State. in Exrope, "£7 ; 
Where the Ballotting is us'd, thoſe States are molt free from all Fattions and Rebellions. .,: 
There, Perſons of the molt accompliſht Parts are advanc'd for their Iotegrity and Worth, 
There, Virtue is as ſpecdy a Ladder to climbe unto Honour, as Nobility of Birth; and a 
good Man is as much reſpe&ed as a great. | "9 | «5464 
Every one giveth his Ele&ion and Vote freely, and. that without the fear of Great-ones, or 
Favour to Freinds; But according to the Value and Worth of the Perſons, do they give their 
Suffragesz and for thoſe who are of the molt Noble Spirits : Not for perſons detigning their 
own private Intereſt, to the impoveriſhing of the Publick, | | : 
There is not a place for Penſioners, who are the Burs of a Nation, and the Suckers, which 
hinder the growth of any State, - | | ,p 
They arc very juſt in their Rewards and Puniſhments 3 which rightly laid, do ballance Go« 
vernment, FETE A 
By theſe means their Councellors are of great Honour, and Wiſdom For mean Men make 
it their Maſter-picce of Credifr, to give venturous Councils, which no great or wiſe man would 
or durſt : And Princes uſually find Infiruments more for their Will and Humour, then for 
their Service and Honour z which never can be ſo in this State : For they ever prefer ſafe Coun- 
cls with Reaſon, before raſh , which only Chance can make proſperous, Fs 
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Their management of their Treaſure is prudent, and their Officers frugal in the diſpoſal of 
Jtz Knowing wcll, that good husbandry may land with great Honour, as well as Brcadth with 
Height 3 And certainly nothing doth conſurme it ſelf like Frodigalityz (which forme by miſtake 
call Libertyz) Forif ir be long us'd, it takes away the means 1o centirue it, and conſequently 
ir does make a State poor; or elſe to avoid poverty, it's often enforc'd to oppreſſion, and 
thereby becomes odious. 

It is neceſſary (like Venices) for every State to have a full Treaſure, it it be but for the 
keeping, up of its Reputation abroad ; For the power of a State is valued according, to the tul. 
neſs of its Purſe, rather than the largeneſs of its Teritorics. 

The Qfgcers ip that State are but few and they make choice of ſuch as are knowing - For, 
being rich,. they need not abuſe the State themſelves; and, being knowing, they will not ſuf. 
&x others do do it, 

But in fome Monaxchies, where there arc ſuch multitudes of Officers, (which is a great ca- 
lamity) they ſcrve for nothing, but to rifle the Pc nces Purſe 3 and the tuller they till theis 
Coffers, the more facile is their Juſtitication, when queſtion'd. 

Neither are they for making of Parties, or for Debaucheries in Elections 3 as it is obſerv'd 
(to our great grict ) in ſome other places. 

There are no Tumults or noiſc at their Votes or Suffragez, which in fome places are ſo great, 
that Strangers (hearing the ſhouts and noiſe they make, have conceiv'd themiclves to be at 
Fpbeſm. "RY 

f hat State that uſeth it, muſt needs have the greateſt advantages againſt others which uſe 
it not : Neither is it pollible to be deſiroy'd but by another State, which uſeth the fame, 

Carthage had never been ſubdu'd by the Romans, but that the Romans us'd the Blot, as 
well as they themſglvesz And that makes us often to think, that Venice preſerving hcr ancient 
Rules and Mcthods of Bolloting, muſt be immortal, 

Let us conſider, that Anno 1508. when the Emperour, and moſt of the Kings and Princes 
of Exrope entred into a League againli Her, (by this one praftice) how prudently ſhe bchav'd 
her ſclf againſt them all. 

We need pgt inſtance the prudent condutt, and the management of their Affairs againſt 
the moſt farmighyble power of the Sultgy, which would have becn « terrour, if not a Contution, 
to the greateſ} Princes of Exropez if we conſider the Ottoman power, and the cantinuance of 
thoſe Wars z And.we are apt to conceive, that by this Art they have done more ſevere execu. 
tion, and given the greater diſturbance to the Otzaman Forces, than all the Princes of Exrope (tho 
all con(pir'd againſt them} during the Holy War 3 For by realon of their Diviſions, Piques and 
animolities among, thernſclves ( which by the Ballot would calily have been prevented) they ne- 
wer «ff. cd any Action of Grandiewr- or gain'd any place but to loſe again. 

Whether the Ball be ſo praQticable in a Monarchy, where all great Othces and Honours are 
at the diſpoſal of a Prince, and by Him conferrcd a3 a reward of Services; We muſt ſubmit 
that to their- pleaſures, | 

But certamly to that State wherein it is entertain'd, the advantages which thereby accrew, 
mult needs be very great 3 and would be the beſt expedient to eftabliſh Monarchy for ever ; For 
Monarchy can never be deftroy'd, but by Factions and Divilions, which can never happen in 
that State where the B2lvt is uſed, 

Galgee the King of Mindao, a Prince who had many Kingdoms and great Dominions, being 
in a War; and for the bettcr carrying on of the ſame, aſſembled his Grand Conciliado, or Con- 
vention of States, {fox without them no Money could be rals'd,) which conlifted of Maguifice's 
and P;pnlo's; (as with us in Englend,) that is, of Lords and Commons: They being affembled, 
grantcd many Royal Aids to the King; But being continued together over long , they felt into 
Parties, (as great Bodies are very apt to do.) Some accuſing the moſt eminent Miniſters of 
Srate for their i}! Councel, and male adminifiration of pubiick Aﬀairs z Others oppoſing the 
granting of any further Aid, affirming that Taxcs and Impotitions ought to be in the State, 
as Sails in a Ship. not to charge and over-lade it, but to condutt and afſure it. 

Fhe King finding ſo mary of them to be Froublelom, the better to obtain his ownends, 
took them off by Hopours, Pritezments and Penfionsz But rhereby the King became Indigent, 
the Subjects miſerably poor, and the great Council {which ever u&d to be a Medicine to heal 
up any Rupture in a Pringcs Fortune, ) were grown worſe than the Malady, broken into Par- 
ties, becauſe others were prefer'd in Honours before them , who, (as they conceiv*d)) were 
much inferior to: themfelves in Merit; and commonly the Peopte cannot endure exceffive 
Fortune any where fo ill, as in thoſe who have been in cqual Degree to them 3 and nothing, 
begets more difdain, ' then to fee others go betore them in the Princes Favour, who come heHind 
them in Virtue and Worth, The 
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The Kingdom bcing jn this Diſtemper, and the King incircled in {a many lafelicitiess, Panty, 
a Perſian, an excellent Perſon, and a great tricnd. tp Galgee, advis'd him not to Diflo've his 
grea! Council, (for in that JunCture it might hazard his Dominions , and prove fatal to Nim, 
it being the great Idol of the People, but to continue them during his Lite ; And the better 
to reconcile all Interefts, to caulc 3o to be choſen aut of the Conciliado to be of his 'Commeit Pi 
Stade, (or Privy C:unctl as we call itz) whereot 15 to be Lords, and 15 to be Commons; and 
all thoſe to be Eledtcd by themlelves by the Balos , out of the molt Virtuous and publick Spi.- 
rited perſons amongſt them : And every Yevr 10 of thoſe to be removy'd out of the Chnrcil Di 
Stado, and to return. to the Conciliado or Great Council; and by the Ballot tro make <twice of 
pther 19 of the moſt Eminent amongſt them tor lategrity and Parts, ;& 

© King Galgee gave an exact obſervance to his ſober Council, and by theſe means he united all 
Partics in his Council; and there was fuch a due adminiftiation of Juſtice in his Dominiors, 
and ſuch virtuous Perſons were choſen for the management of Publick Afairs, that in a ſhore 
tine King Galgee became (1 potent, and belov'd of his. People, ( tor that Prince, who will gain 
cheir affections, mult give them caſe and pleaty, ) that when Baduriws, King of Cembaia, in- 
vaded Mirdao with an Army ot 150000 Horle, and 530000 Foot ; that Prince, by the athitince 
of his own Subjects, and ut fome merccuary Perſians, and Zigatbay, detearcd and deliroy'd that 
great Army. | 

Cercainly, as It was great wiſdom in Vanly to give this Council, fo it was great prudznce in 
King Galgee to tollow :t ; tor the great Counci) contiliiag ( or at leatt pretum'd to contift ) of 
the molt wile, and futhcient Perſons, of all his Domintons : the Privy Council,and othtrs, the 
great Officers of State, being, by the Balloz, chofen out ot the moti cmincnt of them for Parts, 
and Integrity, there muli necds be a rare telicity of Goverament, 

There could be no complaints ot. the male-adminitiration ot the Minitters of State, ( which 
uſuaily makes the greatelt noiſe ) they being vicruous and wiſe, and chofen out of the Ballot by 
themſelves 3 neither were thcy, who were advanc'd to honour, envied ( which is cver an At- 
tendant upon Greatneſs ) by any of the Conciliado 3 becauſe they themiclves, in time, might 
attain to that dignity, it their wiſfdomand integrity thould inworthy them. 

Which was a rarc happinelsz for great men may (ecure themſelves from guile, but not from 
envy : And we have obſerv d, that the greatelt in trult of Fublick Aﬀairs, arc ever ſhot at by the- 
aſpirings of thoſe, who deem themiſc]ves lels in imployment, than they are in merit, 

Thercfore it highly concerns great Minilters ot State, to keep Sentinels for every ſtep they 
tread is pav'd with Fate, and every misfortune of theirs commonly procures them as much dif- 
honour, as it they had bcen perfidious in their prattice, and their unhappineſs is deem'd for 2 
Crime. 

Tiercfore let thofe, who are rais'd to the height of their greatneſs, conſider, that Princes 
Favours arc always perillousz and that it's a difh-ult ring to trand long tirm upon Ice, and that 
the Fall ( how gentle ſo-ver ) will never ſuffer them agaia to rile, 

Bit King Galgee, by his prudent Government, had & p:culiar tclicity in his Reign, and eft1- 
blith'd his D2mmnions upon the Center of a flourithing heppinels 3 yet we cannot but obſerve 

onegreat Solce:iſm in pint of State, in King Galgee's rewarding to many pertons, tor being 
©: troubleſome unto him; for that Prince, who does pra@ilc it, (hall tmd, that noſoon:t he takes 
— off one, but preſcntly another gets up; and it will animate others co d0fo, when they tind 
ſuch enco.iragement for bcing troubleſume-z and at latt, if the Frince be tot:able to gratihe all, 
( which is impotlib!e for him to do ) it may turn to the diffolution of rhe Government, 

But certainly King Galgee could have no kindoelsfor thoſe perfons, he ha®1o advanc'd, (Pre- 
ferment being the reward of Virtuc, and not to gratitic dilquiet Spirits ) and the People, who 
arc ever jealous of their Rights, mutt look upon them, as betraycrs of their Libereics 3 and the 
end of tuch perions ( it one well oblerve it } is commonly very miferable:: And the Subjects 
never {9 much repine at their Contributions, as when they obſerve them to be che rewards of 
perions, to whom Fortune, not Merit, gives a growth. | 
, It was a Remark of Henry the Fourth of France, that fuch perſons, who made the greateſt noiſe 
in the Pariiament of Paris, were men of the leaſt ſufficiency; but they had ſoft tongues, and hard 
faces, they did n»t vent their own conccits, but the projeQions and detigns of others; arid they 
were like hollow finging Bullets, which uſually flew but halt way to the Mark 3 wheteds the 
Deſigner doth cxecuction, but makes no report. 6 

[t was alterwards obferv'd, that the Succeflors of this great Galgee,not imitating his excellent 
Arts of Governmcat, and negleing the choice of the great Minifters of State by the Ballet ;- by 
rcalon whereof men of ao iuthciency were promoted to the highefi Offices of State, which gave 
diſcouragement to others of more deſert 3 and, by their male-adminifiration, diſcontent to'll : 
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Thereby their Countrey in a ſhort time,was overcome by Merhamed the Mogul Tartar. Where- 
as if they had obſerv'd the prudentials of Galgee, and ug'd the Balvr, ( which had been a Wall of 
Steel to them ) they had been invincible, 

There is no Government but this of the Ballot may ſuit with, if the Prince, and his great 
Council, pleaſe to make a Law for the praGice of it 3 ncither is it any diminution to the Prince's 
Dignity, to depart with the conferring of Offices z when, by the uſe of the Balot, all things will 
multiply to Honour, and the aggrandizing, of his Name. 

For many times it's as fatal toa Prince to have bad Officers under him, as for himſelt not to 
be good. 

The Revolt, which was made from Richard the Second, was more for the diſpleaſure taken 
againſt Sir Jobn Buſhy, Six William Bagot, and Sir Henry Green, &c, who manag d the publick 
Offices under him, than againſt the King himlſelt, 

For Princes, in the Elections of their Officers, do more reſpe& their particular affetions,and 
to ſerve their turns, than the ſuthciency of the perſons elected ; and more Kingdoms and Domi- 
nions have been overthrown by the i]l management of Officers, than by the ſeverity of the great- 
clt Tyrants 3 and the Inveſtiture of the meanelt perſons to great Commands, hath often prov'd 
. fatal to the greateſt undertakings. 

An Inſtance whereof is that of Fames the Fifth of Scotland, who, in the year 1542. invaded 
Evrgland with an Army of 500co Horſe and Foot 3 and was met with the Lord Wharton, then 
Warden of the North-Welt Marches z the Battel being ready to joyn, one Sir O1;ver Synclere, 
( the Scottiſk King's Minion, but of nogreat ExtraCtion, or Skill in Martial Aﬀairs, ) was by 
the King's Order proclaim'd General 3 which the Scottiſþ Nobility took in ſuch indignation, 
that they threw down their Arms, and ſuffer*d themſelves to be taken Priſoners 3 there being 
not one man ſlain on either fide : Whereas if they had made choice of a Captain. General thems 
ſelves by the Ballot, one, who had good skill in Martial Aﬀairs, and whom they would willing- 
ly have foliow'dz what Actions of Grandeur they might have effected, we leave it to the judi. 
cious to contider. 

The Practice, and Method, which the State of Venice uſeth in their EleQtions by the Ball, may 
be read at large in Contarini, Gianotti, and Sanſovinus 3 but in caſe thefe Authors be wanting, 
Mr. John Kay's Obſervations, printed Anno 1673, will fully inform you, who hath (folio 157,) 
exaCly collc&ed out of the ſaid Authors, all the Obſervables in their EleRions ; which would 
be over-tedious to expreſs here, the ſame having been perform'd fo particularly, and excellently, 
by that learned Gentleman. 

We will here ſet down, in a few lines, ſomewhat of the Praftick Part ( for it is us'd in ſome 
— with more nicety, than in others ) in great Councils of Statez we will mcntion the moſt 

acile here. 

The Electors being aſſembled in ſome convenient Place, ( as a great Hall, &c. ) the doors are 
{hur up, and the Prime Officers, who aſſemble, or call together the Electors, keep the Keys 
rill the EleQtion be over, 

The Syxdicks or chief Officer for that purpoſe, takes the Ballst-Box, and opens it in the 
view of all the Company, to ſce that it is empty, and without ſecret Conveyances ; then pla- 
ccth it on a Table for that purpoſe, at one end of the Room, and calls fuch of the Company as 

he thinks may make moſt diſpatch ; gives to each a Ball in the fight of the People, 
* In ſome Place; @ little Ball made of fine Linnen, as at* Venice; he puts into the Box, cither the 
they uſe Beans, Afﬀeirmative, or Negative, and ſo departs to one fide from the rett ; and then he 

calls the next, and does the like to him, and ſo of the rcft, till all are call'd; all, 
who have voted, ſtand apart by themſelves, 

The Box is fomewhat long, and hatha partition in the midſt, the which hath two holes to 
drop the Balls in, which are Taper-wiſe, broader at the top, and narrower at 
Piece Fraft the bottom; the right-hand hol is for the * Affirmative, and the left for the Ne- 

—Y ative. 
= " black on © And, becauſe that no man ſhall know on which fide a man puts his Ball, (who 
is giving, his Vote) there is a place roundiſh made in the Box, to put in the Hand 
and Arm,almoſt half way to the Elbow, fo as the Hand being inthe Party may let his Ball drop 
as he pleaſcth. . 

When all have done Ballotting,the Box is open'd,and what is in the Afhrmative noted down, 

Then the next Competitor is Ballotted for,as the former, and fo of the reſt; and he who hath 
moſt Votes in the Affirmative, is elected. 

All very cably perform'd in a ſhort time, without noiſe, without tumult, without avimofitics, 
and the moſt deſerving always is cleted. ; 
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